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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

02 August 2020      9:00 A.M. 
 

Welcome!   We are delighted you chose to spend this time in 

worship today with the people of St. John’s.  We are a Christ-
centered fellowship of believers from many backgrounds and from 

all ages.  We want to make a difference in our world by sharing 

the message of God’s love with as many people as possible. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let the 

little children come to me.”  When babies need to cry loudly, the 

Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a good place 

for them to let it all out.  Then come back so we can all worship 

together. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 

 
Pre-Worship Prayer:  Lord Jesus, as I ponder Your parable about the 
weeds and the wheat, and today's other Scriptures about the 
impending judgment, send Your Spirit to open my heart fully, so that 
with clear understanding, I might evaluate what kind of plant I am.     
I wish to be counted among Your wheat, not from fear of what You 
will do to the weeds, but because I know what it cost You to purchase 
and make me one of Your own.  Thanks to You, Jesus, I am not afraid 
of the final judgment.  Bless all those who worship You in spirit and 
in truth.  Amen. 
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Morning Praise from New Service Settings 
 

Worship Theme Wait Patiently for the Final Day 

 
Hymn #226* 

 

1. To Your temple I draw near;  

Lord, I love to worship here. 

Here are Sacrament and Word.  

Here believers meet their Lord. 
 

2. I through Christ am reconciled. 

I through Christ become Your child. 

Abba, Father, give me grace   

in Your courts to seek Your face. 
 

6. While Your ministers proclaim  

peace and pardon in Your name, 

through their voice, by faith, may I 

hear You speaking from the sky. 
 

7. From Your house, when I return,  

may my heart within me burn, 

and at evening let me say,  

“I have walked with God today.” 

 

Opening Sentences [L=Leader (Pastor).   C=Congregation] 
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Congregation sings all of this song. 

Come, Oh, Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord (Venite) 
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Prayer of the Day 
Pastor:  Lord Jesus, in Your grace You have made us wheat in Your field.  

Through Your Word which we are about to hear, fertilize us and make 
us fruitful.  Preserve us so that we never change back to weeds.  If we 

or our loved ones suffer harm at the hands of unbelievers, make us 
patient so that we await the Final Day for You to bring about justice. 

Congregation: You are able to answer our prayers for You 

have risen from the dead and are reigning with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Old Testament Lesson Joel 3:12-16 
12“Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley 

of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the nations on 

every side. 13Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe.  Come, 

trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats 

overflow—so great is their wickedness!”  14Multitudes, 

multitudes in the valley of decision!  For the day of the LORD 
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is near in the valley of decision.  15The sun and moon will be 

darkened, and the stars no longer shine.  16The LORD will roar 

from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the sky 

will tremble.  But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a 

stronghold for the people of Israel. 
 

Seasonal Response Pentecost 

P:  Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of Your people. 

C: Make us faithful.  Kindle in us the fire of Your love. 
 

Psalm 63  

The congregation sings the refrains after four beats of rest. 

 
1. O God, You are my God; for You I long; 

   for You my soul is thirsting. 

My body pines for You like a dry weary land without water. 

So I gaze on You in the sanctuary 

   to see Your strength and Your glory.   Refrain 

2. For Your love is better than life, 

   my lips will speak Your praise. 

So I will bless You all my life, 

   in Your name I will lift up my hands. 

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 

   my mouth shall praise You with joy.   Refrain 
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3. On my bed I remember You. 

On You I muse through the night, 

   for You have been my help; 

   in the shadow of Your wings I rejoice. 

My soul clings to You; Your right hand holds me fast.   Refrain 

 
Epistle Lesson 1 Peter 4:1-8 
1Since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the 

same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done 

with sin. 2As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life 

for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3For you 

have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to 

do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing 

and detestable idolatry. 4They think it strange that you do not 

plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they 

heap abuse on you. 5But they will have to give account to him 

who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6For this is the 

reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now 

dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard 

to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit. 
7The end of all things is near.  Therefore be clear minded and 

self-controlled so that you can pray. 8Above all, love each 

other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

P:   You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Verse of the Day Revelation 2:10 
P: Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  Jesus says, “Be faithful even to the point 

of death, 

C (speaks):  and I will give you the crown of life.”  Alleluia! 

 
Gospel Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 
24Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is 

like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25But while 
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everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds 
among the wheat, and went away. 26When the wheat sprouted 

and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 27The owner’s 

servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed 

in your field?  Where then did the weeds come from?’  28‘An 

enemy did this,’ he replied.  The servants asked him, ‘Do you 
want us to go and pull them up?’  29‘No,’ he answered, ‘because 

while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with 

them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest.  At that time I 

will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in 
bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my 

barn.’”  36Then he left the crowd and went into the house.  His 

disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the 

weeds in the field.”  37He answered, “The one who sowed the 

good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the 

good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom.  The weeds are 

the sons of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sows them is the 

devil.  The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are 
angels. 40As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it 

will be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send out his 

angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that 

causes sin and all who do evil. 42They will throw them into the 

fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears, let him hear.” 

P: You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

C (speaks): Praise be to Christ! 
 

Hymn of the Day #541 

1. Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide,  

for round us falls the eventide, 

nor let Your Word, that heavn’ly light, 

for us be ever veiled in night. 
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2. O God, how sin’s dread works abound! 

throughout the earth no rest is found, 

and falsehood’s spirit wide has spread, 

and error boldly rears its head. 
 

3. In these last days of sore distress 

grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 

that pure we keep, till life is spent,  

Your holy Word and Sacrament. 
 

5. Oh, keep us in Your Word, we pray; 

the guile and rage of Satan stay! 

Oh, may Your mercy never cease! 

Give concord, patience, courage, peace. 
 

6. The cause is Yours, the glory, too, 

so hear us, Lord, and keep us true. 

Your Word alone is our defense,  

the Church’s glorious confidence. 

 
Sermon Romans 8:26-27 
26In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  We do 

not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself 

intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 27And 

he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with 

God’s will. 

God’s Grace Gives Me My Very Own Prayer Counselor 

 
The Catechism 

P:   The First Commandment 

C:  You shall have no other gods. 
P:   What does this mean? 

C:  We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 
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P:   The Second Commandment 

C:  You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
P:   What does this mean? 

C:  We should fear and love God that we do not use His name 

to curse, swear, lie or deceive, or use witchcraft, but call 

upon God’s name in every trouble, pray, praise, and give 

thanks. 

P:   The Third Commandment 

C:  Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
P:   What does this mean? 

C:  We should fear and love God that we do not despise 

preaching and His Word, but regard it as holy, and gladly 

hear and learn it. 

 
Prayers of the Church 

 
Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie Eleison) 
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Lord’s Prayer 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread,   And forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, 

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Prayer for Grace 
P: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You 

have brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with Your mighty 

power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into 

any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in 

Your sight, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.     
C:  Amen. 

 

 
 
Blessing 
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Hymn #729 

 

1. There is a blessed home beyond this land of woe, 

where trials never come nor tears of sorrow flow; 

where faith is fully lost in sight, and patient hope is crowned, 

and everlasting light its glory casts around. 
 

3. O joy all joys beyond, to see the Lamb who died, 

and count each sacred wound in hands and feet and side; 

to give to Him eternal praise for ev’ry triumph won. 

And sing through endless days the great things He has done! 
 

4. Look up, you saints of God, nor fear to tread below 

the path your Savior trod of daily toil and woe. 

Wait only for a little while in uncomplaining love. 

His own most gracious smile will welcome you above. 
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Proverbs of the Week 

The sluggard craves and gets nothing, but the desires of the 

diligent are fully satisfied. (Proverbs 13:4) 

The righteous hate what is false, but the wicked bring shame 

and disgrace. (Proverbs 13:5) 

Pride only breeds quarrels, but wisdom is found in those who 

take advice. (Proverbs 13:10) 

Dishonest money dwindles away, but those who gather money 

little by little make it grow. (Proverbs 13:11) 

He who scorns instruction will pay for it, but he who respects 

a command is rewarded. (Proverbs 13:13) 

Those who ignore discipline come to poverty and shame, but 

whoever heeds correction is honored. (Proverbs 13:18) 

Those who walk with the wise grow wise, but a companion of 

fools suffers harm. (Proverbs 13:20) 

He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is 

careful to discipline him. (Proverbs 13:24) 
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SERVING THE LORD AND US 
August 2, 2020 

 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Sandi Rodman 
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross, Doug Zabel 
Flower Committee for August:  Phyllis Thiel and Bonnie Dwelle 
Our LES Teachers:  
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Attendance last week 
Sunday Morning Worship– 71 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk 

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

 

BIRTHDAYS this week are; Jordan Brinkman, Emily Langfield, 
Jolayne Johnson, JoAnn Burfeind, Nathan Cordes, Mary Harteneck, 
Frederick Nibbe, Shelly Pilger, Gabriel Schulz.  Please send 
corrections and additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 
pm at 345-3523 or email office@stjohnslakecity.com. 
 

GARAGE SALE UPDATE   The Garage Sale Committee is looking 
for people who would be willing to help price items for our sale in 
September!  We are looking for volunteers to be present during 
our donation times, Sundays 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM and Wednesday 
4:00PM - 6:00PM.  If you would be interested in supporting St. 
John's Lutheran School in this way, please contact Jen Stehr at 
651-380-4941!  Thank you so much for your support! 
 

MINUTES  The minutes of the July 21 voters meeting are on 
the table near the elevator. 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
August 2, 2020 – August 9, 2020 

Sunday 
   9:00 AM   Worship with masks 
   9:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on ch 18 

 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
  8:00 AM until Noon   Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
  7:00 PM   Board of Elders 
 

Wednesday – teacher in-service 
  8:00 AM until Noon   Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
   7:00 PM   Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service ch 18 

Thursday 
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
  2:00 PM   Ladies Aid 
 

Friday & Saturday 
 

Sunday 
  8:00 AM   Worship with masks 

and Communion 
  8:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Worship with masks 

and Communion 
10:30 AM   Installation of Allison 

Hofland 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 9 AM 

service on local ch 18 

 

OUR CHURCH LIBRARY   has received an overhaul.  All books 
have been inventoried and are ready to be checked out.  The 
Administrative Board approved a second wall of built-in 
bookcases, a new ceiling, and a new light fixture.  All of the labor 
for these tasks was donated.  Two grants and a generous thank 
offering was given for the materials.  THANK YOU Lyle, Gary, 
Marjean, Kay, Terry, Judy, Beth Kae, and anonymous donors.  
Check out your new library.  Check out a book by writing your 
name on the card in the back and leaving the card in the little box.  
If you would like a book delivered to you, please call the church 
office.  Our Pastor is happy to recommend an appropriate book or 
two for you. 
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WINDOWS AND SIDING.  As recommended in the 
quarterly report, the voters approved the replacement of five 
windows on the NE corner of the school building at a cost of 
$6500.  It was noted that we have a number of members who 
watch for special projects like this to contribute to.  Gifts for 
these five windows are now invited; they are welcomed with 
gratitude to the Lord for working care and generosity in His 
people.  We will pay for the rest of this project from the 
Contingency Fund and General Memorial Fund.      The 
quarterly report also noted that the siding on the church 
offices and the school needs to be replaced.  This project is 
on hold for up to a year.  We can proceed with this project as 
soon as we receive the needed $25,000.  Then the quarterly 
report noted that all the rest of the windows in the school 
and in the church offices need to be replaced, but this project 
is on hold for up to two years.  We can proceed with this 
project as soon as we receive the needed $45,000. 
 

GOOD COMMUNICATION  helps everyone.  Ministry cards 
are available for our use.  Find them sticking up in the hymnal 
rack on the back of the pew in front of you.  On the one side of 
the ministry cards we may write a prayer concern for our pastor 
to pray about either privately or during worship.  It’s also okay 
to write an idea or some feedback to the church leadership on a 
ministry card—like a suggestion box.  On the other side guests 
or members can request information, or we can update the 
church office with our new contact information.  If you prefer to 
communicate any of this electronically, send an email to 
office@StJohnsLakeCity.com, or to our pastor at 
KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com. 
 

mailto:office@StJohnsLakeCity.com
mailto:KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com
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Lessons on the Liturgy 
Q:  Pastor, you have explained that our church is liturgical.  

What else should I understand about liturgical worship? 

A:  Liturgical worship is a choice—God has given us much 
freedom in how we worship Him.  Every element of 
liturgical worship is a kind of proclamation about the Lord.  
Liturgical worship wants to proclaim Jesus as Savior whether 
the pastor or the people are speaking or singing.  Notice 
how our liturgical songs such as “Glory to God” and “The 
Song of Simeon” proclaim the goodness of God toward 
sinners.  We see this as the most important truth that the 
Bible proclaims.  Eastern Orthodoxy and American 
Evangelicalism certainly have proclamation in their worship 
services, but according to their own writings, the goal of 
their services is to create a sensation.  So in Evangelicalism 
the people praise for the sake of praise.  The worship songs 
they consider most effective are love songs sung directly to 
God.  Because salvation in Eastern Orthodoxy is theosis (a 
kind of joining with God, experiencing the closeness of 
God), the wonderful, otherworldly music of Orthodoxy is 
directed at human emotion in hopes of experiencing a 
sensation of closeness to God.  By contrast we who choose 
liturgical worship gather week by week because our Lord has 
promised to come to us in the gospel (in Word and 
Sacraments).  The gospel wants to be proclaimed so that 
everyone can hear it, believe it, and be saved.  Nearly 
everything we do in in liturgical worship is trying to proclaim 
the good news (gospel) that Jesus is the Savior of all sinners.  
The Holy Spirit creates and strengthens faith through the 
gospel, which lead to all kinds of thankful, God-praising 
behaviors in life and in worship.   


